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Down Memory Lane with Two Books

Mr S R Nathan, former President and then Singapore Children’s 
Society's Patron-in-Chief (left), unveiling the book with Mr Koh 
Choon Hui, Chairman of Singapore Children’s Society.

The Book Editing Committee with Mr Koh Choon Hui, Chairman of Singapore Children’s Society,  
(extreme right).
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Singapore Children’s Society 
Awards 2012 Recipients

Silver Service Award
Dr Bibi Jan Md Ayyub
Mr Chan Eng Thai
Mr Harry Chua Chin Nam
Captain David Eliathamby
ITE College East
Dr Lena Lee
Madam Quah Siew Kheng
Mr Philip Tan
Dr Tan Seok Hui
Mr Kurt Wee Chorng Kien
Ms Yap Bee Cheng
Dr Yong Wern Mei

Singapore Children’s Society presented 
the Koh Eng Kheng Eminent Benefactor 
Award, the Society’s new top philanthropy 
award, at the annual Singapore Children’s 
Society Awards on 7 September.  A total of 
44 awards were conferred on volunteers 
and donors in recognition of their contribution 
to the Society’s mission to help children, 
youth and families in need. The awards 
ceremony was held in the evening at the 
Pan Pacific Hotel.

OCBC Bank, the Society’s Community 
Partner since 2004, was conferred the 
top award, the Koh Eng Kheng Eminent 
Benefactor Award. The bank has been 
supporting the Society on an annual 
basis since 2004, and by 2013, the bank’s 
contributions would amount to $5 million.

President Tony Tan Keng Yam, the Society’s 
Patron-in-Chief and the Guest-of-Honour 
at the event, presented the awards Performers 
from The Main Wayang Company entertained 
guests with a fashion show which showcased 
colourful Peranakan costumes. The evening 
ended on a high as the performers engaged 
everyone with songs and dance. 
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Koh Eng Kheng Eminent 
Benefactor Award
OCBC Bank

Ruth Wong Award
Dr Alice Seng Seok Hoon

Gopal Haridas Award
Mr Kurt Wee Chorng Kien

Gold Service Award
Assoc Prof Daniel Fung
Dr Lee Jee Mui
Captain Suresh Menon
Ms Maria Shiu
Ms Tan Khiaw Ngoh
Ms Wong Heng Mui

President Tony Tan Keng Yam, Singapore Children's 
Society's Patron-in-Chief (left) and Mrs Mary Tan 
having a good time at the Awards ceremony.

Singapore Children’s Society Lauds the Helping Hands

The Koh Eng Kheng Eminent Benefactor Award is named after the late Dr Koh Eng Kheng, who passed away on 5 July 2006. Dr Koh 
dedicated 39 years to volunteering for the Society, from 1967 to 2006. He started volunteering with the Society as Chairman of the 
Convalescent Home Standing Committee in 1967 until 1972. He then became the Children’s Society’s Chairman from 1973 to 1978 
and resumed chairmanship of the Convalescent Home from 1979 to 1991. 

He was also an active member of the Appeals, Social Work Service as well as the Child Abuse and Neglect Prevention Standing 
Committees. Dr Koh’s last position in the Society was Consultant to the Convalescent Home, ending his illustrious volunteering stint 
with the Society.
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A Man of Many Talents

The Koh Eng Kheng Eminent Benefactor Award is named after its 
namesake. Mrs Irene Koh, wife of Dr Koh, reminisces on how the doctor 
reached out to needy.  

When asked for her reaction when she heard that the Society would 
honour her husband by having a new top philanthropy award named after 
him, the Koh Eng Kheng Eminent Benefactor Award, Mrs Irene Koh, 85, 
had two words to say: “Very honoured.” 

What was your first impression of Dr Koh when 
you first met him?

He was a ‘happy-go-lucky’ man who easily got tanned and had a wide 
smile on his face. He was short for a man and had distinct stiff hair that 
reminded me of porcupine quills!

How was he as a father, husband and son?

As a father, he taught by example – through kindness, not smoking or 
drinking. His four sons have followed his example. He rarely applied 
corporal punishment to his sons.  As a husband, his artistic side often cast 
a critical eye on my clothes and accessories.

He was a man of many talents – he was scholastic, though he didn’t 
always apply this on himself, could draw well and was especially good with 
caricatures. He also had a good ear for music and shared a great interest 
in World War II aircrafts with his brother.

He had a very close relationship with his father and accompanied him on 
holidays and sometimes to work. He was also close to his mother since 
he was a little sickly when young.

Why did he decide to volunteer for the Society?

E K was always very fond of young children. When he joined the 
Society, it was natural love at first sight. The Convalescent Home at 
Changi was an excellent home for children to recover from long term 
diseases as it provided nutritious food and healthy sea air.  The Home 
also served to help relieve hospital beds from the Mistri Wing at 
Outram Road General Hospital, now renamed as Singapore General 
Hospital.

With his busy schedule as a professional doctor, 
how did he find time for the Children’s Society? 
 
I took responsibility for the household and the children and that freed E K 
to focus on the Society and other pet interests which included the Mental 
Society, Homes for the Elderly, the College of General Practitioners and 
the Singapore Medical Association.
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Mr Samuel Tsien, CEO of OCBC Bank, accepting the 
Koh Eng Kheng Eminent Benefactor Award from 
President Tony Tan Keng Yam.

Platinum Award
The Family of the late Mr Yong Thiam Loong

Gold Award
Air Line Pilots Association Singapore
Amway (Singapore) Pte Ltd
M1 Limited
NTUC Income Insurance Co-operative Limited
Noble Group Limited
Singapore Totalisator Board
Mr Tan Kok Teng

Silver Award
CapitaLand Hope Foundation
Mr Chan Heng Kian
KLA-Tencor (Singapore) Pte Ltd
Lee Foundation, Singapore
Mr Lee Kim Boon
MasterCard Asia/Pacific Pte Ltd
Dr Peh Lai Huat
Rose Marie Khoo Foundation
Rotary Engineering Limited
Salesforce.com Singapore Pte Ltd
Singapore Island Country Club
The Coffee Bean & Tea Leaf (S) Pte Ltd
Union Contractors (S) Pte Ltd
Wee Aik Koon Pte Ltd
Winning Alliance (S) Pte Ltd

Singapore Children’s Society Lauds the Helping Hands



1972 – 1973

•	 On	15	 July	1972,	 then	President	Benjamin	H.	 Sheares	opened	 another	extension	of	 the 
 Convalescent Home, increasing the capacity from 50 to 70. The Ministry of Education stationed  
 a second teacher to meet the increase in educational needs.

•	 An	‘Experimental	Pre-school	Project’	was	conducted	in	1973	for	selected	younger	siblings	of 
 children from disadvantaged families. The aim was for early detection and prevention of 
 potential behavioural problems.

1974 – 1975

•	 The	Society’s	administration	and	fund-raising	departments	were	moved	to	the	Singapore 
 Council of Social Service Building at Penang Lane in January 1974.

•	 In	1975,	the	Society	was	notified	that	the	Convalescent	Home	had	to	make	way	for	the 
 construction of Changi International Airport.

1976 – 1977

•	 In	January	1976,	the	Singapore	Turf	Club	sponsored	the	employment	of	a	Community	Worker 
 at the Toa Payoh Centre for two years. The Community Worker’s role was to coordinate all 
 outreach projects. A second Community Worker was appointed to the Society's Everton Park 
 office in March 1977.
•	 On	16	May	1976,	the	Convalescent	Home	occupied	some	army	barracks	at	Keramat	Road	in 
 Sembawang. A total of $200,000 was spent on renovations to prepare the premises for the 
 children. The home was officially opened on 8 May, 1977 by then First Lady Mrs Benjamin H. Sheares.

•	 The	Appeals	Committee,	which	oversees	fund-raising	projects,	introduced	projects	such	as 
 Direct Appeals, a Singapore City Cruise, and T-shirt projects. Civic organisations such as 
 the Dale Carnegie Rock Chapter and Singapore Jaycees were invited to organise the Society’s 
 Flag Day and Donation Draw projects respectively.

1978 – 1979

•	 On	1	April	1978,	 the	Social	Work	Service	office	at	Everton	Park	moved	 to	Redhill	Close 
 in Bukit Merah. It occupied two, 3-room HDB flats and was officially opened on 23 July 1978. 
 Community outreach programmes such as the Mobile Play Leadership Scheme and Holiday 
 Street Camps for children were pioneered in Bukit Merah.

•	 The	first	Jean	Marshall	Soccer	Tournament	was	held	on	8	October	1978.	It	was	organised	for 
 disadvantaged and detached youths from the Society as well as other social work agencies. 
 Mrs Jean Marshall (a former Executive Committee Member of the Society and the wife of 
 Singapore’s first Chief Minister David Marshall) sponsored the trophies and funds for the 
 tournament for four years.

•	 The	Used	Stamps	Project	was	started	in	1978.	Organisations	gave	their	used	letter	envelopes	 
 to the Society to be processed. The stamps were cut out, packed and sold to stamp collectors.  
 It became a regular source of income for the Society.

•	 1979,	the	International	Year	of	the	Child,	was	especially	significant	for	the	Society:	the	Latchkey 
 Child Development Centre was opened on 2 April at Block 94, Henderson Road. The facility 
 provided children a safe haven to play and study when their parents were not at home when they  
 returned from school.

1980 – 1981

•	 An	extension	of	the	Convalescent	Home	at	Keramat	Road	was	opened	on	4	May	1980	by	Dr 
 Ahmad Mattar, then Acting Minister for Social Affairs. This increased the capacity of the Home 
 from 40 to 60.

•	 At	the	request	of	the	Singapore	Council	of	Social	Service,	social	workers	experienced	in	work 
 with detached youth were involved in the formation of a support group to study the needs of 
 detached youth and the services available to them.

Milestones of
the Third
Decade:
1972 - 1981
In this issue of Sunbeam, 
we continue to share 
the Children’s Society’s 
milestones of the third and 
fourth decades.
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There was plenty of fresh air and space for the children to play when the Convalescent Home moved to Sembawang in 1976. 

The Used Stamps Project raised quite 

a lot of money for the Society when it 

started in 1978. Stamps were cut out, 

sorted and packed by the Society’s 

volunteers and then sold to collectors.



1982 – 1983

•	 On	24	October	1982,	Singapore	Children’s	Society	was	conferred	the	inaugural	Gold	Award 
 for the ‘Most Outstanding Civic Organisation’ by the United Nations Association of Singapore.  
 The judges found Children’s Society to be persistent and innovative in service delivery.

•	 In	conjunction	with	the	Society’s	30th	anniversary	in	1982,	the	Ruth	Wong	and	Gopal	Haridas 
  Awards were created to recognise the top volunteers and donors respectively.  Dr Gopal Haridas 
  and Dr Ruth Wong were staunch supporters of the Society and their efforts laid the foundation 
  for the Society’s early work.

•	 As	Singapore’s	 standard	of	 living	 continued	 to	 rise,	 cases	of	malnutrition	 steadily	declined.	 In	 
 1983, the Convalescent Home began admitting needy children from broken homes.

1984 – 1985

•	 Children’s	Society	was	again	conferred	the	Gold	Award	by	the	United	Nations	Association 
 of Singapore.

•	 The	Tinkle	Friend	Helpline	was	launched	in	November	1984.	It	is	a	helpline	for	primary	school	 
 children offering support, advice and information if they are lonely and distressed.

•	 The	first	Inter-Social	Work	Agency	Basketball	Tournament	was	held	on	26	May	1985,	organised	 
 for youths at risk from the Society and other voluntary welfare organisations.

1986 – 1987

•	 Children’s	Society	was	conferred	the	Silver	Award	by	the	United	Nations	Association	of	Singapore.

•	 The	Society	won	one	of	two	inaugural	Community	Excellence	Awards	held	in	conjunction	with 
 the first Earth Run Project, organised by the Singapore Jaycees City Chapter and UNICEF.

•	 Due	 to	 the	 success	 and	 increasing	 demand	 for	 the	 Society’s	 latchkey	 child	 services	 in	 Bukit 
 Merah, a second children’s centre was opened at Bukit Merah View in August 1986.

1988 – 1989

•	 From	1	November	1988,	the	Convalescent	Home	was	gazetted	as	a	‘place	of	safety’.	This	enabled 
 the Home to take in children who were suspected to have been abused.

•	 The	Child	Abuse	and	Neglect	Prevention	Standing	Committee	was	formed	in	the	same	month	to	 
 develop appropriate services to address the issue of child abuse and neglect.

•	 A	Computer	Appreciation	Project	was	introduced	in	1989	to	provide	disadvantaged	children	 
 with opportunities to access to computer knowledge. The Rotary Club of Marina City sponsored  
 the equipment for this project.

1990 – 1991

•	 The	Society’s	Family	Service	Centre	and	third	latchkey	child	centre	was	set	up	at	Bukit	Gombak	 
 in July 1990. It was a one-stop centre that catered to the needs of residents in the area. 

•	 In	October	1990,	the	Society	undertook	the	task	of	handling	children	and	youth	deemed	beyond	 
 parental control and placed on statutory supervision by the Juvenile Court. The Society remains 
 the only voluntary welfare organisation tasked to do so.

•	 The	growth	and	expansion	of	the	Society	created	a	need	for	the	community	to	be	kept	informed	 
 of the Society’s work and activities. The Information Committee (which has since been renamed  
 as the Information and Corporate Relations Standing Committee) was formed in March 1991, and 
 the inaugural newsletter was launched in October that year.
 
Sunbeam will publish the milestones of Children’s Society’s fifth and last decades in the next issue.

Milestones of
the Fourth
Decade: 
1982 - 1991
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Holiday Street Camps were organised 

during school vacations to provide 

wholesome activities for children to 

have fun. Parents were encouraged to 

join and bond with their children.

The Society’s first Family Service 
Centre was opened at Bukit Gombak. 
The centre worked with families 
facing financial protblems, children 
with behaviour problems and ran 
outreach programmes for youth.

The Tinkle Friend Helpline was introduced in 1984 to provide advice and a listening ear to young children. Today it remains the only helpline for primary school children.



Two Aspects

On Bully– Free 
Forum

Almost 6,000 participants comprising the public and staff from various companies 
participated in the Singapore Children’s Society’s signature annual fund-raising event, 
Walk for Our Children, on 29 July at Bishan-Ang Mo Kio Park. 

The objective of the event, which raised more than $420,000, was to encourage 
children and their families to spend the weekend together for a good cause.  Adopting 
the fairy-tale theme of “Jack and the Beanstalk” for the Walk, the Society made an 
entry in the Singapore Book of Records for the largest floating balloon inflatable – a 
two-storey-tall giant beanstalk, topped off with an inflatable castle. It dominated the 
surroundings and was a crowd-pleaser, delighting children and adults, when it rose 
into the air. 

Guest-of-Honour Mr Tharman Shanmugaratnam, Deputy Prime Minister, flagged off 
the three-kilometre-long Walk. 

Among the many highlights that supported the event were national athletes from the 
Singapore Sports Council, who led the warm up on stage before the flag-off. NTUC 
Income, the Presenter of this event, arranged for stunt kite demonstrators to show 
off their kite flying skills. Also on hand were several performances such as Wushu 
and freestyle football. 

In addition, there were 40 carnival stalls offering games, food and trinkets, a large 
bouncy castle as well as a Parent and Child Look-a-Like Contest. Coupons used to 
redeem food and drinks and rounds of games and gift items were also available 
for purchase.

The proceeds go to furthering the Society’s mission of bringing relief and happiness 
to children-in-need. Poh Pin Loong, a 12-year-old who has been with the Society’s 
Student Care Centre (Henderson) for four years, said: “The aunties and volunteers 
helped me in my studies and I have improved a lot. During school holidays, they also 
brought me to places where I will not get a chance to go to if I had not joined Student 
Care Centre. Lastly, the staff helped me to better cope with my family problems.” 

to $420,000
6,000 Walk Their Way
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Guest speaker Dr Debra Pepler sharing a light-
hearted moment with Mr Hawazi Daipi, Senior 
Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of Education.

This year’s Bully-Free Forum carried 
the theme: “Shaping a Respectful School 
Culture and the Role of Parents and 
Teachers”. Held on 21 July at the Republic 
Polytechnic, about 270 participants attended 
and they included teachers, social work 
service personnel, parents and students.

Gracing the event was Guest-of-Honour 
Mr	 Hawazi	 Daipi,	 Senior	 Parliamentary 
Secretary, Ministry of Education. The 
speaker was Dr Debra Pepler, a distinguished 
Research Professor of Psychology at York 
University and Senior Associate Scientist 
at the Hospital for Sick Children. Dr 
Pepler’s research focuses on aggression 
and victimisation among children and 
adolescents within the peer and family 
contexts. 

Topics covered at the Forum were 
understanding the developmental pathways 
of children who bully and children who are 
victimised, strategies to promote healthy 
relationships and individualised support 
for students. 

In the wrap-up, students from the English 
Club of  Woodlands Ring Secondary School 
performed a skit “Silent Pain”, which 
highlighted common bullying scenes 
happening in schools, the importance of 
parent-child communication and the critical 
role that parents play in intervention.



The Ministry of Community, Youth 
and Sports and Singapore Children’s 
Society jointly organised the 2nd ASEAN 
Children’s Forum with the theme: “Learn. 
Express. Act. Dream”. It was held in 
Singapore at the University Town, National 
University of Singapore from 6 to 8 June 
this year.  

Young delegates from ASEAN gathered to 
discuss on the rights and issues concerning 
children and youth in their communities. 
They presented various issues from their 
country’s perspectives and worked together 
to discuss and propose action plans found 
necessary to protect and promote the 
rights and interests of children and youth in 
the region.

Staff from society’s various centres were 
mobilised to facilitate the fiery and inspiring 
discussions. A group was heard emphatically 
calling to attention the decision-makers: 
“Don’t talk about us without us!” 

Within the various workshops, children 
and	 youth	 buzzed	 and	 discussed	 on	 the	
disadvantages of vulnerable children in the 
region; their rights to respect, dignity and 
resources for their survival and development; 
and who they envision themselves partnering 
to champion their cause.

It was indeed a meeting of keen minds and 
passionate hearts. It is certainly a forum 
from which we hope, will spur more 
active participation among the young in 
Singapore and the region.

Representatives at the ASEAN 
Commission on the Promotion and 
Protection of the Rights of Women and 
Children (ACWC) convened in Jakarta 
from 2 to 5 July this year, to deliberate 
its Work Plan 2012-2016. 

More than 150 participants attended the Sixth Singapore Children’s Society Lecture, 
which was held on Saturday, 29 September at the Raffles Institution. 

Guest speaker Professor Leong Wai Kum, who teaches at the Faculty of Law at the 
National University of Singapore, delivered the lecture: “For Our Children’s Sake: 
Gentle Reminders of Parental Responsibility”.

Learn . Express . 
Act . Dream

Singapore
Youth at
ACWC Meet

And for the first time, children and youth representatives from ASEAN were invited to 
present their take on issues that impact their lives, their aspirations and recommendations 
at the ACWC meeting. This is after the youths made their presentations at the ASEAN 
Children’s Forum (ACF) held in Singapore earlier in June. 

Singapore’s youth representatives were Elton Seah and Zhang Ning Xin, both 17, 
who had participated in the ACF in Singapore. The teenagers held discussions with Mr 
Koh Choon Hui, Chairman of Singapore Children’s Society, who attended the ACWC 
Meeting as Singapore’s Representative on Children’s Rights. The two spoke to Mr Koh on 
the right platforms to raise awareness of the rights of children and youth.

The 6th Singapore Children's 
Society Lecture
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(From left) Mr Koh Choon Hui, Chairman of 
Singapore Children’s Society and representative 
on children’s rights at the ACWC, Dr Aline Wong, 
representative on women’s rights, Elton Seah and 
Zhang Ning Xin, both youth delegates of Singapore.



On 7 July, 12 teams made up of close to 100 secondary school 
students vied for the Inter-CABIN Superstar Award 2012 held 
at the Woodlands Community Club. The Award is a team singing 
competition for students from schools who participated in 
Project CABIN.

Project CABIN is a community project of the Singapore Children’s 
Society, which is an afterschool drop-in programme that reaches 
out to youths at risk in schools.

Smoking - Seriously, Don't Start!

Youth Centre (Jurong) rolled out an anti-smoking campaign 
this year to encourage upper primary school students to 
say “No” to smoking and opt for a healthy lifestyle. The 
preventive programme, called “Smoking – Seriously, Don’t 
Start!”, was conducted in three primary schools located in 
the west. 

The schools involved were Juying Primary School, Fuhua 
Primary School and Jurong West Primary. The campaign, 
which was held from July to August, reached out to about 
2,000 students.
 
During their interaction with the youth members at Youth Centre 
(Jurong), the Centre’s counsellors gathered that many youths 
were first introduced to cigarettes while they were in primary 
school. Hence, the idea of doing preventive work with upper 
primary school students burgeoned. With help from Youth Centre 
(Jurong) staff, youth members produced a short video to share 
their personal experiences with the primary school students and 
to discourage them from picking up smoking. 
 

The video was screened in the participating primary schools. 
Thereafter, counsellors engaged the students in an interactive 
talk about the harmful effects of smoking, how to say “no” to 
cigarette offers and the advantages of healthy living. Participants 
were asked to pledge and reflect on their thoughts about smoking. 
Informative panels about smoking were also displayed. 
 
Moving forward, Youth Centre (Jurong) hopes to reach out 
to more children and young people and to influence them 
positively in leading a healthy and smoke-free lifestyle.

Inter-CABIN Superstar, 
where Everyone's a Star
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Little Caring Hearts Bridging the Age Gap 

As part of Singapore Children’s Society’s 60th Anniversary 
Celebrations this year, 30 children from the Society and 30 senior 
citizens	 from	elderly	homes	participated	 in	Little	Caring	Hearts,	a	
project promoting inter-generational bonding between the young 
and the elderly. The children were from the Society’s Sunbeam Place 
and Student Care Centre (Henderson), while the elderly were from 
Evergreen Home and Thong Keng Senior Activity Centre.

Little Caring Hearts comprises a series of activities held over several 
months that involve children and the elderly. The project enables 
the young and elderly to come together to celebrate Mother’s Day 
and Easter Day, with games such as Bingo and Sudoku. There were 

also other activities such as vegetable printing. The children also 
performed three dance performances with the elderly.

Madam Qin Yu, from Thong Keng Senior Activity Centre, said: 
“I feel very happy with the children around as I treated them 
like my grandchildren. In addition, I get to learn new things like 
playing Sudoku.”

This project also educates the children and created an opportunity 
for them to interact with the elderly. The many activities led to the 
finale of the project which took place at restaurant Wild Oats @ 
Punggol Park on 11 June. On that day, the children enthusiastically 
helped with the set up of the dining tables.
 
One dance item was by the children from Student Care Centre 
(Henderson) and the elderly from Thong Keng Senior Activity 
Centre, and another was performed by children from Sunbeam Place 
and the elderly from Evergreen Home. The third dance item was a 
combined effort from the children and elderly from all centres. The 
children also made the dance props for the performances and served 
the food during lunch.

Patrick, a child from Student Care Centre, said: “Through the time I 
spent with the ah-gongs and ah-mas, I learnt to speak with them in 
Mandarin. I enjoyed the activities and the chance to talk with them.” 

Singapore Children’s Society received a cheque of about S$1.38 million 
from the estate of the late Madam Chin Mee Ngo in June this year – the 
biggest single donation from a deceased estate to date.

Madam Chin’s niece and an executor of the will, Ms Helen Tjandra, presented 
the cheque to the Chairman of Singapore Children’s Society, Mr Koh Choon Hui.

A regular donor to charities, Madam Chin was in her 60s when she passed 
away in February 2010. She wrote the thesis: “A Descriptive Analysis of the 
Diffusion of Family Planning Innovation in Singapore” in 1988 at the Iowa 
State University.

Sunbeam Place opened its doors to two groups of visitors from 
Hong Kong this year.

On 9 May, Sunbeam Place had the honour of sharing its operations 
with a team of 16 officers from Po Leung Kuk, one of Hong Kong’s 
leading social service organisations.

Barely three months later, on 1 August, another group of officers 
from the Hong Kong Student Aid Society, another social service 
organisation which helps needy children, dropped in at Sunbeam 
Place to learn about its operations and practices.

Two Hong Kong Groups Visit Sunbeam Place
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Ms Theresa Sim, Honorary Treasurer of Singapore Children’s 
Society and Mr Koh Choon Hui, Chairman of Singapore Children’s 
Society, accepting the donation from Ms Helen Tjandra (centre).
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