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Former senior minister S. Jayaku-
mar, who served in the Cabinets of 
all three of Singapore’s prime minis-
ters, headed the list of National Day 
Award recipients yesterday.

He was conferred the Order of 
Temasek (With High Distinction), 
the highest civilian honour, for his 
“wide-ranging,  invaluable  and  
unique contributions to the well- 
being and security of Singapore”.

The investiture ceremony, post-
poned from last year, was held at 

the Institute of Technical Educa-
tion College Central for more than 
500 recipients of the higher hon-
ours. In all, a total of 5,472 individu-
als in 24 award categories received 
National Day honours.

President Halimah  Yacob gave  
out the awards to the recipients, 
who were reminded not to shake 
hands, a standard precaution amid 
the Covid-19 pandemic.

Guests in the audience, includ-
ing  Prime  Minister  Lee  Hsien  
Loong,  Deputy  Prime  Minister  
Heng Swee Keat as well as former 
prime  minister  Goh  Chok  Tong  
and former  president  Tony Tan,  
also had to abide by safe manage-

ment measures. They had to un-
dergo Covid-19 antigen rapid tests 
and were seated a distance apart.

PM Lee said in a Facebook post 
after the event: “We postponed the 
ceremony last year due to the pan-
demic, so I was glad we could now 
present the awards in-person, split 
over two sessions for everyone’s  
safety.”

Professor Jayakumar, 81, was com-
mended for having “given his entire 
life to the service of Singapore”. 

He has served as a diplomat and 
minister in a public service career 
spanning more than 30 years, and 
was a key negotiator and legal ad-
viser on important issues such as 
the  Defence  Cooperation  Agree-
ment and Extradition Treaty with 
Indonesia  and  the  Pedra  Branca  
dispute with Malaysia.

He had helmed a wide array of 

ministries,  from  home  affairs  to  
law  to  foreign  affairs.  He  also  
served as deputy prime minister, 
coordinating minister for national 
security and senior minister.

Said the citation for his award: 
“Uniquely among public servants, 
Prof Jayakumar brought an excep-
tionally keen legal mind to bear on 
a  considerable  range  of  issues,  
from national security and foreign 
policy  to  political  and  constitu-
tional developments.”

Long after his retirement from 
politics in 2011, he continues to pro-
vide advice as senior legal adviser 
to the Foreign Minister.

On the ceremony, Prof Jayaku-
mar said: “It was an unusual per-
sonal experience because in my 30 
years as a minister, I attended this 
ceremony to witness others get-
ting awards.

“I was immensely satisfied to be 
in the company of so many others 
from all walks of life who have con-
tributed  in  their  own  ways,  
touched  the  lives  of  others  and  
helped our country.”

Others  who  received  top  hon-
ours were social service stalwart, 
Mr Koh Choon Hui, 79, as well as 
one of the world’s foremost histori-
ans, Professor Wang Gungwu, 90. 

Both were conferred the Distin-
guished Service Order.

Mr Koh, chairman of the Singa-
pore Children’s Society since 1978, 
has nurtured several social service 
agencies in his four decades in the 
social service sector. 

“His work has  benefited many  
Singaporeans,” said the citation.

Prof Wang, founding chairman of 
the Lee Kuan Yew School of Public 
Policy at the National University of 

Singapore,  and the  former chair-
man of the ISEAS – Yusof Ishak In-
stitute and East Asian Institute, was 
recognised for his instrumental role 
in “developing world-class research 
institutions in Singapore”.

In  a  Facebook  post,  President  
Halimah said: “Our public service 
officers  deserve  this  recognition  
and honour for their selfless contri-
butions  to  Singapore’s  develop-
ment and growth in various sec-
tors. I hope they will continue with 
their  service  to Singapore as  we 
work towards the next phase of na-
tion building.”

Thanking recipients for their dedi-
cation and service to the nation, PM 
Lee said on Facebook:  “May you 
continue to do our country proud, 
and be an inspiration to others!”
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Global travel restrictions imposed 
at  the  height  of  the  Covid-19  
pandemic last year derailed plans 
for  several  overseas  community  
service projects that were in the 
making for months by some stu-
dents from the Singapore Manage-
ment University (SMU).

One such project by a group of 15 
aimed  to  educate  people  in  the  
Iloilo province in the Philippines 
on health risks  posed by sweet-
ened drinks, as well as help them 
improve their waste management 
system.

Second-year  information  sys-
tems  student  Frances  Severino,  
22, one of the leaders of Project Ka-
pawa II, said they decided to tweak 
the project to fit the context of the 
pandemic. 

The students opted to look at on-
line learning in the Philippines. 

“While they were in lockdown, 
they had no structured education 
programme... unlike home-based 
learning in  Singapore.  Teachers  
there were struggling to get some-
thing going and were relying on 
physical materials,” said Ms Sev-
erino.

The group decided to teach edu-
cators to utilise online resources 
such as Microsoft  Excel,  Power-
Point and Microsoft Word, as well 
as navigate open-source websites 
and  find  catchy  videos  on  
YouTube. 

This was done via videoconfer-
encing platform Zoom, with five 
high schools and three elementary 
schools. Some 280 teachers from 
the Philippines participated.

Said  Ms  Severino:  “Initially,  
there  was  disappointment  (that  
we could not go to the Philippines 
in person). But, though we had to 
do a new project from scratch, it 
was a rewarding experience.”

A second group of SMU students 
planned to travel to Jaipur, India, 
to teach street children and desti-
tute women conversational Eng-
lish, mathematics and financial lit-
eracy.  This  was  in  partnership  
with I-India, a non-governmental 
organisation based there. 

But  when  Covid-19  struck,  
Project Vikasa had to move to a vir-
tual  medium too.  The  30-strong 
group decided to focus on children 
despite the challenges. 

Mr Li  Zeyu,  22,  a  second-year  
business student and one of the 
group leaders, said conducting the 
project virtually on Zoom meant it 
was  more  difficult  to  retain  the  
children’s attention. “It was a lot of 
thinking on the spot and seeing 
what worked for them,” he added.

For example, there was a lesson 
on animals where they were going 
through worksheets with the chil-
dren  and  using  a  presentation  
slide-sharing method to teach.

Some children responded better 
to  pictures  and  videos,  so  the  
group switched to virtual drawing 
boards and YouTube videos.

They also spoke with the chil-
dren over Zoom to build connec-
tions with them. 

“We showed our commitment to 

them despite the circumstances,” 
said Mr Li.

Another  team,  which  had  
planned to carry out a project in 
Malaysia, decided to serve a chil-
dren’s home in Singapore instead.

The  19  members  of  Project  
Xingfu IX initially wanted to help 
Rohingya women and children in 
Malaysia by equipping them with 
basic  life  skills.  However,  the  
women and children lacked IT ac-
cess,  which  meant  that  the  
project  could  not  be  continued  
even virtually.

After discussions, the group de-
cided  to  partner  Jamiyah  Chil-
dren’s Home in Singapore. 

Said Ms Fyra Ng, 25, a third-year 
business student and one of the 
team leaders: “We aimed to ensure 
that,  whatever  background  the  
children  came  from,  they  had  
equal opportunities.”

In December last year, the group 
conducted Zoom sessions – twice 

a day, two hours each – for a week. 
They  taught  the  children  skills  
such as how to use social media re-
sponsibly. Older children learnt ba-
sic IT and coding skills, interview 
etiquette and resume writing.

“The  kids  were  so  warm  and  

friendly even though they had to 
share computers.  It  made us re-
flect on how privileged we are com-
pared with them and be thankful 
for our environment,” said Ms Ng.
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SMU students move online as Covid-19 hits project plans

A screenshot 
from a Zoom 
lesson by 
Project Vikasa, 
run by a group 
of students from 
the Singapore 
Management 
University. They 
taught children 
from India basic 
subjects like 
English and 
mathematics 
virtually, after 
plans for a 
physical 
overseas 
community 
service trip had 
to be scrapped 
due to the 
Covid-19 
pandemic. 
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A Jamiyah 
Children’s Home 
resident going 
through a Zoom 
lesson with SMU 
students, who 
taught the 
children skills 
such as how to 
use social media 
responsibly. 
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President 
Halimah Yacob 
presenting the 
Distinguished 
Service Order to 
Professor Wang 
Gungwu at the 
2020 National 
Day Awards 
ceremony held 
at the Institute 
of Technical 
Education 
College Central 
yesterday. 
Prof Wang was 
recognised for 
his instrumental 
role in 
“developing 
world-class 
research 
institutions in 
Singapore”. 
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Ex-senior minister S. Jayakumar among those 
lauded in ceremony postponed from 2020

Over 500 get top National Day honours

over many areas in the 
afternoon and evening.

AIR QUALITY

Today: 3.48am (2.6m),
11.22am (0.6m), 7.07pm (2.1m), 
11.16pm (1.8m).

SINGAPORE

OUTLOOK

24/33ºC

Tomorrow: 5.05am (2.4m),
1.05pm (0.7m), 8.46pm (2.2m).

PSI41-52 (Moderate)
24-hour reading as of 7pm yesterday

Tuesday: Late afternoon and 
evening thundery showers.

Weather

Wednesday: Late afternoon 
and evening thundery showers.

TIDES

Rise

7.04am
Set

7.12pm

Rise

1.40am
Set

2.02pm

THUNDERY SHOWERS

Mr Koh Choon Hui, who was also given the Distinguished 
Service Order, has nurtured several social service 
agencies in his four decades in the sector. The investiture 
ceremony was held for more than 500 recipients of the 
higher honours. In all, a total of 5,472 individuals in 24 
award categories received National Day honours.
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